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Lance PTO 
Next meeting is Tuesday, April 25

th
  

@ 6:00pm in the Lance Library.   

Picture Day 
Friday, March 3

rd
  

Please fill out and return the Spring Picture Form for your child to get their 

pictures taken.  Only those students that return this form will be called to get their 

picture taken.  A few days later your child will receive proofs for you to review 

and order from.     

Spring Recess 

April 14 – April 23 

6
th

 Grade Orientation 

Monday, May 8
th

, 6:00-7:00pm 

 

All incoming 6
th

 grade parents and students are invited to come and join us 

and learn about your child entering into 6
th

 grade at Lance Middle School.   

March Madness FOOD DRIVE 
 

A yearly tradition at Lance is to help stock the shelves 

at our local food pantry, The Shalom Center.  In these 

economic times they need our help more than ever.  We 

are having a friendly competition to see which class can 

collect the most items from March 13 – 17th. For every 

10 items donated, students will get entered into a 

drawing to win either a Go-Pro Camera, iPad mini, or a 

season pass for Great America, and other prizes.  As 

always, our main goal is to stuff those shelves to help 

the families that rely on The Shalom Center for 

assistance.  Stay tuned for more details and 

information.  Thank you in advance for your support of 

this yearly school-wide service project. 
 

Parent-Teacher 
Conferences 

Thank you to all parents who attended.  

We appreciate your time and support 

with your child‟s education.  If you 

need any further follow up, please 

contact your child‟s teachers.   

 

Thank you for your support.     

 

WI Forward Exam 
(State Testing) 

 

March 27-30 

http://lance.kusd.edu/documents/2017-pictureday.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Excellence House 
Mrs. Brown - English 
This month, our class is working hard on our “Facing Adversity” literature circle groups.  Small groups have been reading a 
common book, using accountable talk, RACE, and vocabulary strategies to examine all the elements of plot.  Each week 
students are assigned a section of pages to read and a specific task to complete before coming to their discussion group 
to talk about that section of the story.  We have also been preparing for our upcoming Wisconsin Forward Test. 
Please remember that as part of the class requirements, each student should be reading to complete the Tower of Books 
Challenge.  Please monitor your child’s reading and frequently ask questions about the stories they are engaged with. 
Your signature is required for each text read. Our next check-in will be the week of March 10th. 
 
We have not had great response for the Scholastic Book orders recently!  Please consider ordering.  These are a great way 
to put fantastic reading materials in the hands of your students for very reasonable prices.  Every time you order, our 
classroom library will grow! If you order online please use our classroom code:   GRLRZ 
  
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me via email at ksbrown@kusd.edu. Or have your student log on to 
our Google classroom code:  myqght 
 

Mrs. Casey - Science  
Science this last month has been very exciting.  I rolled out a new online program with my students called ClassCraft.  In 
this program your child has been able to make and update a character, send their pets out on Quests, experience an 
Event at the beginning of every class period, work with a team towards getting their work in on time using the Wheel of 
Destiny, use their Power Ups and post answers to relevant science questions.  Your child might already have the APP on 
their phone or tablet!  Ask to see their character & their pets.  They can even show you their progress in leveling up their 
character by handing in assignments on time and working collaboratively with their team.  Ask your child about our Boss 
Battles to review for quizzes and assessments.  If you email me their team name, I will give your child 100XP. 
 
Right now in science along with ClassCraft we are learning about Pangaea and continental drift.  In class we have been 
working in stations collaboratively with our ClassCraft teams to support each other in our learning.  After Pangaea we will 
be looking at sea-floor spreading, plate boundaries, and faults.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please email me at ccasey@kusd.edu.  Also, check Infinite Campus for missing 
work.  My Google Classroom has many of the assignments posted each week including the Daily Science.  The online 
textbook site is myhrw.com and the password is:   j9f7z, and the username is:   iscience45.  The username and password 
for the online textbook is in your child’s planner on the inside cover, and is also posted in my Google Classroom.  
 
Mrs. Ford - Math 
As we approach March, we are midway through Chapter 5, Ratios and Rates.  One focus of our study has been learning 
how to use Unit Rates to find out which product is the “Better Deal”.  To help make this learning real-life, I am 
encouraging students to look for unit rates on products at the grocery store.  Many times there will be small labels on the 
end of the shelf listing the unit rate of a specific product.  Please encourage your child to take a look at the unit rates of 
two comparable products and decide which is the “Better Deal”.  If they write this information down, and bring it to 
school, they can earn five Lance Bolts!  Happy Shopping:) 
 
Mrs. Vitkus - Social Studies 
In February we studied Central America and began our study of South America. Students are working on travel posters 
that showcase the five themes of geography. As we move forward in March we will go through the three regions of 
Africa. Students will be working on a project in class to tour the continent. 
 

As always, Infinite Campus is updated almost daily. This is a great place for students to find information about their grade 

and any missing work. We also utilize Google Classroom. Please use this as a resource to find out what we’re working on 

in class. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at kvitkus@kusd.edu. 

 

mailto:ksbrown@kusd.edu
mailto:kvitkus@kusd.edu


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ART 
 

Congratulations to the following students for 

being chosen to have their art work in the District 

Wide Student Art Exhibit.  The exhibit is open 

from March 11-April 23 at the Kenosha Public 

Museum.  Opening night for the artists and their 

families is on March 10 from 5-7pm. 

 

Mrs. Herron’s students 

 

Dylan P. Mireya K. 

Adina M. Toby I. 

Mikayla L. Cloee W. 

Lanie K. Leslie  M. 

Tegan P. McKenna M. 

Trinity F. Leslie  M. 

Emily  L. Savannah  K 

Celena H. Miguel P. 

Tiffany W. Sarah S. 

  Mia H. 

  Brianna W. 

 

 

Mrs. Krueger’s students 

 

Kassandra M.  Reina C. 

Amber O.  Veronica P.  

Maria R.  Crystal H. 

Mackenzie K.  Jessica P. 

Jasper B.  Ella B. 

Lauren C.  Amaya T. 

Olivia H.  Michael S. 

Trinity L.  Cecelia R. 

Marisol M.  McKenzie C. 

Jennifer D.  Michelle A. 

 

Galileo House 

 

Science (Ms. Shawver) -  
For the rest of the year, we will be exploring 
Environmental Science.  We will be learning roles and 
levels of the environment, how energy moves 
throughout the environment, and how relationships 
(symbiosis, competition, and predator/prey) play a role 
in the environment.  The students will be completing 
many activities along the way as well as projects to 
enrich their learning!  It is going to be a great unit! 
 
Social Studies (Ms. Pendleton) 
In the next month we will continue to study about the 
ancient civilization of Greece. The students will learn 
about Persia’s attempt to take over Greece. In addition, 
they will read about two great Greek city-states, Sparta 
and Athens, and how they both worked together to 
protect Greece from their enemy. Finally, the students 
will learn about how, even though another invader 
conquered Greece, Greek influence continued to 
spread. Without a doubt, the students will need 
understand the politics of this time in history in order to 
understand ancient Greek society and culture and its 
impact on the world today. 
 
Math (Ms. Kwasigroch) -   
We have wrapped up our California road trip project 
and the students really seemed to enjoy it. The groups 
were able to plan their trip and really get a glimpse into 
what different things cost. As we start chapter 6 we will 
beginning another project! This will be an individual 
project that allows the students to figure out whether or 
not they can survive on their own without a college 
degree. They will be finding a job, calculating their 
monthly take home amount, buying a car, groceries 
etc., and finding an apartment. So far they are really 
enjoying the real world applications of what we have 
been learning throughout chapter 6.  
 
English (Ms. Jantzen) -  
Full speed ahead! We’re making successful progress 
on reading and analyzing The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton 
and Parallel Journeys by Eleanor Ayer. In order to 
practice synthesizing information from different 
perspectives and written in different styles/structures 
for different purposes, we will also read and analyze 
poems, informational texts, short stories, and dramas 
on the overlying theme “Perception Vs. Reality” in 
conjunction to the novels. In addition, students are 
reaching and in many cases, surpassing their quarter 
reading goals! Way to go, you big readers, you! As 
always, if you have any questions, concerns, or 
celebrations please email me at bjantzen@kusd.edu. 

 

 

mailto:bjantzen@kusd.edu


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shakespeare House 
 
  *   The Shakespeare House students have been busy 
preparing for the parent/student/teacher conferences.  
They are proud to share their accomplishments. 
  *   Once again the Shakespeare House students have 
won the bolt incentive.  We are so proud of our 
students. 
 
English - The English students have just completed 
writing informative essays.  They worked on organizing 
their thoughts and supporting their thinking with 
examples.  Their next goal is to write argumentative 
pieces.  They will combine what they learned about 
organizing their writing with making clear claims, 
supporting with relevant, credible evidence, and 
including reasoning that links their support to their 
claims. 
 
Science - In our genetics unit, students have been 
learning about Punnett Squares, how traits are passed 
on from parents to offspring, and about how epigenetics 
can affect the expression of our genes. They will 
complete the genetics unit with a research project on 
genetic modifications. The topics students can chose 
from are genetically modified organisms, gene therapy, 
and selective breeding.   
 
Math - In math, students are working on percents and 
finding parts of numbers. We are working on a project 
where students choose a job that doesn't require a 
college degree or any specialty training. They are then 
finding a job, a car, an apartment, furnishing the 
apartment, and paying for utilities for their homes. 
Through using percents, we are figuring out how much 
money is taken out for taxes, car insurance, and finding 
simple interest. They are enjoying building this 
imaginary life while finding the struggles they can face 
with any experience in life. 
 
Social Studies - In social studies, we are working on Ch. 9 
Greece.  We just finished working on Ancient Greek 
Centers. The kids did a good job. We are continuing to 
work with the students writing on the DBQ’s.  Along with 
also citing their evidence, which is important in all 
classes.  This will also help get them ready for the tests 
in the spring and higher level high school courses.   If 
they do miss time due to illness make sure that you 
remind them to check the assignment chart in the front 
of the classroom and pick up any necessary worksheets 
from our weekly assignments board. Make sure to check 
Infinite Campus on a regular basis, so that you know 
exactly where your son or daughter is at this point. It is a 
long stretch between now and Spring Break, so please 
keep encouraging your son and daughter to do their 
best in school.   

 

Phy. Ed. 
In physical education and health, students have been 

finishing wiffle ball and kickball.  We will be starting 

units in badminton, weight training, and continuing 

health in the classroom. Weight training for 6
th

 grade 

will introduce students to body weight and agility 

movements, along with core strengthening exercises. 

7
th

 grade will begin using machines and free weights. 

8
th

 grade will also work with machines and free 

weights. 6
th

 grade health will consist of units in goal 

setting, problem solving, getting along with others, 

and problem solving.  7
th

 and 8
th

 grade will study 

nutrition and fitness, cardiovascular health, drug 

abuse and misuse, HIV/STDs, and reproduction 

 

Dream Team House 
Wow, time sure does fly when you are having fun!  In 

February we completed class themes/units on the Super 

Bowl, Internet Safety, Kindness Week, Black History 

Month, and Whale Count.  We also just finished a 

Science unit on Living/Non-living things and are 

beginning a unit on animals.  Please continue to send in 

Clorox wipes and class snacks.  We also would love any 

small trinkets for our school store!  As always, thank 

you for your continued support! 

 

Sincerely,  

 

The Dream Team Staff 

 

Spanish 
¡Hola! 

 

Wow! We are already at the mid-way point of 3
rd

 quarter.  

The new students this semester have been learning about 

the Spanish alphabet, cognates, greetings, numbers, telling 

time and age.  We have also learned to express days, dates, 

and birthdays.   

 

The full-year 8
th
 grade class has been learning a lot about 

legends told in the Latino culture and about the country of 

Bolivia.  The students are doing a lot of reading and 

writing and I am impressed with their level of 

understanding. 

 

Remember, la práctica hace maestro (practice makes 

perfect).  Please encourage your child to share what 

they‟ve learned with you, watch a little Spanish TV, and 

practice a bit with the DuoLingo app (it‟s free). 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Library News 
 
Check out the LLNews February 

edition.  27 students are involved 

various aspects of this student news 

show.  During the last month, 

we‟ve worked on honing video 

editing skills using iMovie. 

 Interested students applied for the 

News Team in October and will 

continue to work throughout the 

year during three Core periods each 

month.   We have a creative group 

this year and their monthly news 

show continues to improve.    

 

The latest games and activity sets 

have arrived in the Library for use 

by students..  We have circuit 

building kits, small programmable 

robots, as well as a variety of 

building materials.  Students gain 

problem solving skills by tackling a 

quick, engaging problem.  In 

addition, we‟ve started several 

small growing experiments with 

peas, watercress, avocados and 

zinnias.  

 

To give you an idea about how well 

our library has been used this year, 

here are a few of our first semester 

stats:   

o 6,638 students on 

passes 

o 201 full classes of 

students with their 

teachers 

o 12,251 books 

checkout 

o 5,169 students in 

the mornings 

before school 

o 170 Information 

literacy classes 

taught by our 

librarian 

 

If you have any questions or would 

like additional information, please 

contact our Librarian Diane 

Kastelic   dkasteli@kusd.edu  or 

262-359-2250 

 
 

Honesty House 
English- Mrs. Biernat 
Good-bye, February, Hello, March! Spring is just around the corner, and we couldn’t 
be more excited about warmer temps and sunshine! We will be thawing out to some 
really great reads, Book Clubs, short research tasks, impactful vocabulary units, and 
improving our writing and speaking skills in a variety of ways. We will work on creating 
our own stories and deepening our understanding of character and plot development. 
March will be another busy, exciting month of learning! We’ll continue our work on 
citing textual evidence, summarizing, analyzing informational text and the art of great 
presentation and effective communication. Poetry will also make its way into our 
learning activities, focusing on analysis and figurative language. March offers an 
exciting, interesting “mixed bag” of curiosity and learning, and we are up for the 
challenges! Please continue to encourage us and monitor our reading at home—at 
least 20 minutes every night! Yeay, spring! 
  
Social Studies-Mr. Sandberg 
Wow! February sure flew by! I would like to start off by stating how awesome the students did 
on their midterm Document Based Question writing assessment. When I compared the pre-
assessment to the midterm assessment, 94% of the students grew towards proficiency. That 
means the Honesty House students are improving their skills when it comes to answering 
opinion-based questions by using evidence from documents. Well- done students!!! 
  
I would also like to state the implementation of the new self-paced blended learning social 
studies classroom is going really smooth and a lot of the students really enjoy working at their 
own pace. We just finished with the Central America and the Caribbean unit and will be 
working on a South America class collaboration project next. We will then move on to one of 
the largest units of the year, Africa. 
  
Please keep in mind, the most useful tools to use in order to ensure student success is Infinite 
Campus (please do not follow the To Do List), Google Classroom, and the Honesty House page 
found on the Lance website. The best way to contact me is through email: 
msandber@kusd.edu 
  
Social Studies supplies for every day: ear buds, writing utensil, red notebook, red folder, 
assignment notebook, and take-home folder. 
  
Science-Mrs. Hamdan 
The fun continues in Science. Students learned the three types of tectonic plate boundaries 
and the landforms that are formed from them. Ask your student to show you the dance moves 
that we did in class to remember the three types. Students will be studying why, where, and 
how earthquakes happen. They will be building structures that will be put onto jello-trays to 
simulate what happens to buildings when earthquakes occur. Students are in need to bring in 
their art supplies  to class everyday. Please check with your child if they have their art supplies. 
  
 Please continue to check Infinite Campus regularly and feel free to contact me with any 
questions or concerns at shamdan@kusd.edu. 
 Thank you! 
  
Math-Mrs. Beth 
Currently students are working on ratios, ratio tables, finding unit rates and what is the better 
deal.  Later we will begin working on integers and the coordinate plane.  I am very impressed 
with the majority of students and how well they are doing with completing and turning in their 
work on time, lately.  We will also be working on preparing for the writing portion of the WI 
Forward test that will be coming up in March.  Students should continue working on their 
individualized learning path on Compass Learning.  It's important that students are using this 
wonderful tool to progress with their math skills. 
Thank you for replenishing pencils, red pens, ear buds, green spiral and green folder as 
needed.   

  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Zq82wCWeFo&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Zq82wCWeFo&feature=youtu.be
mailto:dkasteli@kusd.edu
mailto:msandber@kusd.edu
mailto:shamdan@kusd.edu


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revolution House 
 

Mrs. Heuser-Science  
In science during the month of March, students will be continuing the electricity and magnetism unit.  This 
will include labs where students have to make both series and parallel circuits that successfully illuminate a 
light bulb. We will also investigate alternating and direct current, how resistance impacts electric current, 
and different types of magnets. 
 
Mrs. Davidson-Social Studies 
During the month of March, we will be covering the westward expansion of the United States.  This will 
include both positive and negative outcomes of that expansion.  Please ensure that your student has all 
needed materials to be successful in class. 
 
Mrs. Kalowski-Math 
Algebra - We'll be finishing our Unit on Special Functions and moving into Exponential Equations and 
Functions. Here the students will be learning about Properties of Square Roots, Exponents, Rational 
Exponents, Growth and Decay.  
 
On March 1st our algebra class will have the privilege of Skyping with children in Guatemala. A group from 
Kenosha is involved in a project to bring fresh water to these villages. They also provide assistance for the 
education of these children. We will have a 45 minute time slot. Usually we get a tour of the village, see 
atypical home, and meet the children. We get to ask questions and answer any questions the children have 
of us. 
 
Pre-Algebra - We'll be finishing up the Unit on Functions and heading into a Unit on Real Numbers and 
the Pythagorean Theorem. The students will be learning about square roots, cube roots, and the 
Pythagorean Theorem (a2 + b2 = c2). All students are able to retake any assessment within the time 
allowed (1 week to 10 days) before school, during lunch/Core, or after school with an appointment. 
Tutoring is available during those times as well.  Great resources online: www.khanacademy.org and the 
online student book has excellent videos on EVERY topic and practice problems for them to practice! 
 
On Feb 28th our Block 2 Pre-Algebra class will have the privilege of Skyping with children in Guatemala. A 
group from Kenosha is involved in a project to bring fresh water to these villages. They also provide 
assistance for the education of these children. We will have a 45 minute time slot. Usually we get a tour of 
the village, see a typical home, and meet the children. We get to ask questions and answer any questions 
the children have of us. These time slots are very limited, there can't be more than 30 students at a time,  
and this year we were only able to get 2 of our classes in for this experience.  
 
Mrs. Schumaker-English 
We're just wrapping up argumentative essays on the story "The Tell-Tale Heart" by Edgar Allan Poe. 
Students are required to use claims, evidence, and reasoning, to support a thesis that states whether the 
narrator of the story is insane, or if he premeditated the murder of the old man. We're moving next into a 
dystopian novel unit. Honors students, be sure to have your choice novels in class every day. 
 
Please check Infinite Campus regularly to ensure that your child is keeping up with his or her assignments.  

 
 

http://www.khanacademy.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Independence House 
 
Grade 8 English Language Arts with Mrs. Valeri - This month in English class, students will be doing some deep 
analysis of literature to take their inference-making skills to another level.  First, students will have to determine if the 
narrator of Edgar Allan Poe’s The Tell-Tale Heart committed murder because of insanity, or if he premeditated the 
murder.  Students will have to dig into the text to find evidence to support their claims, and then organize it into a 
formal, argumentative essay.  Following the writing process, students will be part of a mock-courtroom trial where a 
team of student jurors will analyze the evidence and claims presented by the student defense and prosecution teams. 
 A verdict will be based on the strength of the claims, evidence, and reasoning outlined in the “live” courtroom 
session.  To end the quarter, students will be reading dystopian literature while starting to analyze a multitude of 
literary devices, such as symbolism, figurative language, and author’s tone.  During this dystopian unit, students will 
be choosing a project to work on outside of school based on their own learning styles.  These are some of my favorite 
projects during the school year to look forward to; more details to come on that toward the end of the quarter. 
 

Students should be reading at least 20 minutes a night, and usually have a specific silent reading assignment to do 
each night.  See my weekly email updates for more specifics on those assignments as they come up.  Students have 
a goal of obtaining a 3.25 GPA for 3rd quarter.  Keep monitoring Infinite Campus to check for missing assignments.  I 
appreciate your support! 
 

As always, please call or email me with any questions or concerns: 359-2800 or avaleri@kusd.edu . 
 

Best,  
Mrs. V 
 
Math (Ms. Bornhuetter) - Math students will switch from linear functions to our new unit beginning with exponential 
functions.  Real-life content is always incorporated in the unit.  
 

Math help is available before school on Tuesday and Thursday mornings starting at 7:45 am.  Students have access 
to computers at this time, too. Daily lunch time help is also available.   
 

Google classroom is up and running for each math class, and math assignments are listed and corresponding 
documents are uploaded.  Parents can view the Google Calendar as well.  Lastly, the textbook can be found online 
using at https://clever.com/in/kusd using the student’s Lance id number for both the login and password. In the online 
textbook, students can watch tutorials and take quizzes as practice. 
 

8th Grade Social Studies: MR. LEGLER - Happy third quarter from U.S. History!  We are currently working on our 
6

th
 unit of study: Westward Expansion and the War of 1812.  Highlights include names, events, and concepts such as: 

Thomas Jefferson, the Louisiana Purchase, Lewis and Clark, Sacagawea, James Madison, causes and effects of the 
War of 1812, Andrew Jackson, Jackson’s Kitchen Cabinet, Indian Removal, the Trail of Tears, and much more! 
 Please continue to monitor Infinite Campus for grades and missing work as well as Google Classroom for 
assignments and additional materials.  Please feel free to contact me at elegler@kusd.edu with any questions or 
concerns.  Our textbook is found online at: http://my.hrw.com 

Username: lancems     Password:  sskusd 

 

Science - As we finish up the third quarter, we have begun our work on Electromagnetism. We will be doing a 

significant number of labs on these related concepts, and so we could use donations of the following items: 
masking tape, electrical tape and duct tape. If you can spare any of these items, please send them to school with your 
student.  
 

All through the year, we have been working on graphing skills used in data analysis. We have learned various ways to 
present data; such as, table, different forms of graphs and charts. Our assessment for this Goal will come in mid-
March.  Thanks also to all the parents who came to our recent Spring Parent-Teacher conferences. I enjoyed sharing 
the successes of my students with all of you. If you should need to talk to me but could not come to conferences, 
please feel free to email me to ask questions.  
 

Thanks, 
Mrs. Flox    sflox@kusd.edu  

mailto:avaleri@kusd.edu
https://clever.com/in/kusd
https://webmail.kusd.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=b9_youkZ4Ua6X0W2dUyGmjMUxcBOYtQIFMdl80ZL9kKUX5mh5iXECpWBssaglDaHv39PXqfLSnk.&URL=mailto%3aelegler%40kusd.edu
https://webmail.kusd.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=b9_youkZ4Ua6X0W2dUyGmjMUxcBOYtQIFMdl80ZL9kKUX5mh5iXECpWBssaglDaHv39PXqfLSnk.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fmy.hrw.com
mailto:sflox@kusd.edu


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liberty House 
Algebra News from Mrs. Fioravanti 

Students are just finishing up a unit on functions, which many did very well in! The next unit is on exponential 

equations and functions followed by quadratic equations and functions. Some assignments will be assigned online 

through Clever. Lessons are available on Google Classroom and videos are offered through the online book for students 

who are absent or need a review. Please check Infinite Campus on a daily basis to keep up on work. Retakes for 

assessments are allowed within a week of it being handed back. 

 

Math News from Mrs. Fioravanti 

Students are just finishing up a unit on functions, which many did very well in! The next unit is on real numbers and the 

Pythagorean Theorem, which is more geometry based. Some assignments will be assigned online through Clever. 

Lessons are available on Google Classroom and videos are offered through the online book for students who are absent 

or need a review. Please check Infinite Campus on a daily basis to keep up on work.  Retakes for assessments are 

allowed within a week of it being handed back. 

 

FIORAVANTI Extra Help Times 

Monday and Thursday - Lunch 

Tuesday and Friday - 8:00 a.m. 

Core - One Day a Week or Friday 
 

Social Studies News from Coach Krey 

Students will be working on westward expansion and will have a project that will be due in the next four weeks. Any 

further questions, contact ckrey@kusd.edu or ask your child. 

 

Science News From Mr. Walton 

In science students are learning about static and current electricity, magnetism and electromagnetism.  Students will 

find a number of activities and resources on their google drive to access at home.  This will help them study for 

assessments and help catch up on missing assignments after absence.  

 

Please feel free to contact me at twalton@kusd.edu and I will be happy to provide you with any missing work.  If you 

would like to follow your child‟s progress on your phone you may wish to download the „infinite campus mobile portal‟ 

using google play (https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.infinitecampus.mobilePortal&hl=en) or itunes 

store.  The mobile app ID for KUSD is: DYHLCH.   

 

In addition to e-mail you may also receive updates and important notifications by typing „rmd.at/waltonscie‟ into your 

web browser on your phone or computer. The access code is waltonscie. 

 

Lastly, I am available to help students every morning from 7.40am to 8.25am.  Simply e-mail me or ask your child to 

contact me. 

 

Walton Extra Help Times 

Weekdays from 7.40am to 8.25am 
 

English News from Ms. Peura 
We are wrapping up our poetry unit.  Students have been working on identifying the use of figurative language in text, 

as well as creating poems with the use of figurative language.  Our next unit of study is a series of short 18th century 

horror stories.  We will be starting with a piece by Edgar Allan Poe.  Throughout these stories, the skill focus will 

continue to be the use of figurative language in fictional text. In addition, there will be a strong focus on making 

predictions and inferences based on story details.  These stories force students to do a deeper reading of the text and 

analyze the details of the story in an effort to connect all of the missing pieces the author purposely alludes to.  In a 

sense, the students become detectives as a reader, questioning the purpose and meaning of the smallest detail the author 

plants within the story.  Most students enjoy this unit.  It is fun to watch the students‟ excitement when they discover a 

clue in the text and the meaning behind it.  As always, if you have any questions or concerns please feel free to 

contact me at mpeura@kusd.edu. 

mailto:ckrey@kusd.edu
mailto:twalton@kusd.edu
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.infinitecampus.mobilePortal&hl=en
http://rmd.at/waltonscie
mailto:mpeura@kusd.edu


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Kenosha Unified School District No. 1 is an Equal Opportunity Educator/Employer with established policies prohibiting 
discrimination on the basis of age, race, creed, religion, color, sex, national origin, disability or handicap, sexual orientation, or 
political affiliation in any educational program, activity, or employment in the District.  The Superintendent of Schools/designee 
(359-6320) addresses questions regarding student discrimination, and the Executive Director of Human Resources (262-359-
6333) answers questions concerning staff discrimination. 

Dear Eighth Grade Parent/Guardian: 
 

I would like to meet with you regarding your 
student’s eighth grade Academic and Career 
Planning conference.  This conference is promoted 
by the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 
and is part of the Wisconsin Comprehensive School 
Counseling Program.  During this meeting, we will 
discuss the following: 
 

¶ Introduction to transcripts 
¶ Your child’s: 

- Academic and Personal strengths 

     - School Involvement 
     - Community involvement and service    
               activities 

    - High school and postsecondary goals and  
              aspirations 

¶ High school course selection form 
¶ High school graduation requirements 
¶ Career Cruising and other online resources 
¶ Answer questions and concerns you may 

have regarding the transition to high school 
 

The Department of Education states that, “While 
home involvement is most important, a parent’s 
involvement with the school is also critical to their 
child’s success.”  The transition from eighth grade 
to ninth grade is one of those critical times.  That is 
why it is important that I schedule this meeting with 
you. 
 

This conference is held during the school day and 
approximately lasts a half hour.  Parents who have 
already met with me have found the information to 
be very valuable. If you would like to schedule your 
conference, please contact your student’s eighth 
grade counselor, Mrs. Sue Murray at 359-2186 or 
smurray@kusd.edu. 
 

I look forward to meeting with you and your child. 
 

Sincerely,  
Mrs. Sue Murray 

Lance Middle School 
Eighth grade counselor 

 

Fine Arts News 
 
Choir News: Great job at Choral Fest 8th graders.  Our 
next big event is Solo and Ensemble on March 18.  We will 

be singing at Indian Trail High School and Academy. 

 Students have been practicing hard at school and at home. 
Look for more information about the Spring concert coming 

soon. 
 

Drama Club News: Thank you to all those who came out 
to support "You're a Good Man, Charlie Brown" as the show 

was a success!  We also want to extend a big thank you to 

everyone who made our season this year a great one! 
 Information about our Fall Musical will be coming out 

toward the end of the school year so be on the lookout for 
it. 

 

Also current 8th Grade students interested in auditioning for 
KUSD theater will have the opportunity on Tuesday, June 

6th here at Lance from 4-7pm.  There will be informational 
meeting in the upcoming weeks, so keep an ear open for 

the announcement. 
 

6th Grade General Music: The students in General Music 

have been working hard learning about different types of 
music, composers, instruments, and music notes.  In the 

upcoming weeks, they will turn their focus onto creating a 
soundtrack for a short silent film as well as learning how to 

play "Happy Birthday" on a piano app found on the iPads. 

 
7th Grade Performing Arts: The 7th graders have just 

finished a unit on fairy tales that ended with a project for 
the musical, "Into the Woods."  We also had the 

opportunity to watch the film version and compare it to the 

one we read in class.  We will be moving on to an unit of 
creating believable characters from one source (for example 

a picture). 
 

8th Grade Performing Arts & Theater Arts: Both 8th 
grade classes have been working on learning about stages, 

careers, and blocking (how an actor moves on stage) in 

preparation of a big project that they will be starting in the 
beginning of March.  This is a Portfolio Project in which they 

will be creating a publicity design, a scenic design, costume 
designs, hair/make up designs, and a prop list that totals up 

to be a 100 point project that is worth a great deal of their 

final grade in the class.  They will get close to three weeks 
of in class work time to complete the project. 

 

mailto:smurray@kusd.edu


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Integrity House  
Social Studies (From the Desk of Mrs. Owens) 

We finished are Mexico unit and started exploring Central and South America. Students have been using their research 

knowledge to complete their Central or South America Travel Poster. We are applying knowledge learned from earlier in 

the year on the topics on governments, human- environment interactions, economies, population, physical features, and 

environment concerns. 

 

Study Skills 

We will focus on one or two study skills each month. We are using our research skills to design a travel poster of Central 

or South America. Last month we used song as a study skill. Ask your child to sing the Mexico song. In the past our 

focus has been on chanting with repetition to study for tests. It was suggested to use flash cards to study for the culture 

test. We also learned how to design scenarios or mini stories to remember related concepts. We used leveled reading to 

create our own notes on the topic of government. We also learned how to cite sources from text and images. We also 

emphasized the importance of a study guide and notes to review for a test. 

 

Communication 

Don‟t forget to check Infinite Campus on a regular basis. This is my daily communication to you. A great resource to 

check is Google Classroom. You can find assignments, worksheets, the current event packet, and criteria sheets in this 

area. 

 

Current Event Packet due: March 14, 2017. This is a test grade. Students received their second quarter packet the first 

day of the quarter.  

 

Science (From the Board of Mrs. Petersen) 

Plate Tectonics!  This has been our focus of study for the month of February.  Students should be able to identify the 

layers of the Earth by the chemical and physical composition.  We focused on the lithosphere and how it floats on the 

asthenosphere.  Wegener‟s hypothesis of continental drift taught us about Pangaea and how the tectonic plates have 

moved over millions of years. 

 

We are studying the types of tectonic plates, forces that are able to move them, and how scientists are able to measure the 

rate of the movement. 

 

Our Earth is constantly moving and “deforming” itself.  We will learn about types of stress applied to the Earth‟s crust, 

types of folds, types of faults, and types of mountains that are formed.   Next, we will be studying when the Earth can‟t 

handle the stress that is applied to it…EARTHQUAKES! 

 

 

English (From the Pen of Mrs. Schrandt) 

In English, we are continuing to cite textual evidence to prove our claim.  We started our Literature Circles. Each week 

the students read a certain number of pages and fill out their particular “role” activity.  The students are really diving into 

their books! We are also still practicing Accountable Talk. The students are doing a nice job adding to the class 

discussions! Thank you for checking Infinite Campus and for your continued support at home!  As always, please feel 

free to contact me if you have any questions.  

 

Math (From the Pencil of Ms. Murrie) 

Integrity House students have been working hard during the month of February.  We have been focusing our learning on 

Unit 5.  We have learned about ratios, rates, unit rates and ratio tables.  We have also learned how to compare and graph 

ratios, and how to solve real-life problems utilizing rates and ratios.  Next, we will begin working with percents.    

 

Please check Infinite Campus regularly to monitor your child‟s progress in math.  If students are looking for ways to raise 

their math grade, encourage them to correct low homework assignments and retake quiz scores they are unhappy with.     

 



 

 
Einstein House 

 

English Language Arts (Ms. Blaser)  

We have just finished writing our informative essays. Students have learned the process of writing a 

formal five paragraph essay. We are currently working on answering prompts using claim, evidence, and 

reasoning.  

 

We are currently reading either The Outsiders or Parallel Journeys and analyzing the theme 

Perception vs. Reality, as well as, learning about the author’s purpose, characterization, and symbolism. 

We are using context clues to understand difficult vocabulary in the novels and expressing ideas using 

accountable, purposeful talk in whole group class discussion.  

 

Please check Google Classroom every night for lessons and homework. 

 

Social Studies (Mrs. le Grange)    

We will continue our study of Ancient Greece. Students will learn about the Greek city-states of 

Sparta and Athens and how they both worked to protect Greece from Persian invasions.  Students will 

also learn about Alexander the Great and about the many great Greek achievements. 

 

Encourage your child to continue to use the slides on Google Classroom and their interactive notebooks 

to review information.  

 

 

Math (Mrs. Gosse)  

All classes will finish up the percent unit and begin working on geometry skills.  Honors students will 

take what they learn about angles and apply the knowledge to polygons. 

 

Google Classroom has videos that your child can view on the the lessons learned in class.  Please refer 

your child to these videos if they forget their notes or need a refresher on a skill. 

 

Science (Mrs. Whyte)  

We have just finished our genetics unit and are about to move onto Ecosystems and other systems.   

 

We are also very excited for an upcoming Zoo field trip in May to go along with the animal and 

ecosystem unit. 

 


